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VTrans Fall 2022 Transportation Alternatives (TA) Grant Application 

Thoroughly read the Vermont Transportation Alternatives Fall 2022 Application Guide

before you begin your application. It includes important program information and step-by-step 

instructions. Pay particular attention to the application process requirements.  Applications are due in 

hand or by e-mail by December 14, 2022.  Please e-mail the completed application to: 

Scott.robertson@vermont.gov

 Irish Hill Road facility – Shelburne STP BP18(3) 
(Project Name/Title) 

 Lee Krohn, Town Manager  
(Municipality contact person responsible  
for the management of this project) 

 Shelburne 
(Town) 

 05482 
(Zip Code) 

PO Box 88 
(Mailing Address) 

(802)985-5111 
(Phone) 

 lkrohn@shelburnevt.org 
(e-mail address) 

$ 235,500
Amount of Federal Funds requested (no more 
than 80% of the project cost estimate). 

$ 58,870  
Amount of Local Match.  Example:  
Federal Award = $300,000 (80% of total) 
Local Match = $75,000 (20% of total) 
Total Project Cost = $375,000 (100% of the total)

County: Chittenden 

Town/Village/City:  Shelburne 

Specific location, street, or road:  Irish Hill Road 

Regional Planning Commission:  Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 

If a linear project, what is the length in feet?  870 ft 

Is the project on or intersecting to a State maintained highway?                                             Yes  ☐     No ☒

 Note: If yes, be sure to include documentation that you have notified the VTrans District 
Transportation Administrator of the intent to apply for TA funding and have provided them 
with a brief (one paragraph) description of the proposed project. 

Project type being applied for:                       ☐ Scoping ☒ Design/Construction
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The municipality understands that a typical construction project utilizing Transportation Alternatives 
Program funds will take roughly three years (min.) in the Design and ROW phases prior to going to 

construction (as pointed out in the TA Program Application Guide)?                                        Yes  ☒    No ☐

Does this project have a previously completed scoping or feasibility study?                           Yes  ☒    No ☐

Note:  
Attach a map(s) of the project area and clearly show the limits of the project as well as surrounding 
benefits from the proposed improvement.  If the project is within or adjacent to a designated 
downtown, village or growth center, clearly indicate the relationship of the proposed project to the 
boundary of the designated area.  Color photos of the area are also recommended.   
See attached project area map and the adjacent Shelburne village area 

Fiscal Information: 

Accounting System                        Automated ☒         Manual ☐         Combination☐

SAM Unique Identifier # LZ8EJZLDK8Z5 

Fiscal Year End Month June 

Property Ownership:

If the proposed project is on private property that will need to be acquired by the Municipality through 

purchase, easement, or eminent domain (includes temporary construction rights) in accordance with 

the “Uniform Act”, then the municipality is committed to exercising its right of eminent domain to 

acquire the rights to construct the project if necessary.                                              Yes  ☒         No ☐

Funding:  

Does this project already have existing funding?  If so, please describe.                  Yes ☒         No ☐
Town received Bike-ped grant for this project in 2018 – Shelburne STP BP18(3), CA0574 

Will you accept an award less than you applied for?                                                    Yes ☒         No ☐

 If yes, please indicate whether local funds will be used to make up the shortfall, or if the project 
scope will be reduced.  If the project scope is to be reduced, describe what part of the project 
(please be specific) you would accept partial funding for. 
Town has completed the final design, construction specifications and bid documents, obtained 
right of way and environmental clearance for this project as part of the bike-ped grant 
requirements.  In the event of a partial award, the Town will use local funds for the shortfall.  

A support letter from the governing body of the applicant municipality or organization and an 
acknowledgement and source of the local match and commitment to future maintenance responsibility 
for construction projects is required (must be dated within 1 year of the application).  Is a letter of 
support attached?            

                                                                                      Yes ☒           No ☐
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Regional Planning Commission Letter of Support:
In order to apply, the project must have a letter of support from the regional planning commission.  Is a 
letter of support attached?            

                                                                                      Yes ☒           No ☐

Application Scoring Criteria: 

1. Please give a brief description of the project (be sure to indicate the primary facility type being  
applied for and be concise). (10 points max.) 
The Town of Shelburne is seeking additional funds to cover the deficit amount to construct 
previously awarded project (Shelburne STP BP18(3)) for a 5 ft wide sidewalk along a portion of 
Irish Hill Road for a length of 870 ft and install a prefabricated pedestrian bridge across the 
LaPlatte River. This project has completed final design, cleared environmental and right of way 
requirements, secured temporary and permanent easements along the project. As of August 
2022, $594,126 remaining from the original grant of $724,000 including local match.  Due to the 
current market situation with shortage in labor, supply chain disruption, and dramatic increase in 
construction material cost, the updated estimate to complete this project (including design 
engineering, construction inspection and construction) with remaining funds is $ 888,496. 
Additional funds from this TAP grant will cover the deficit amount of $294,370 and successfully 
complete the sidewalk construction and a pedestrian bridge.  

The project was scheduled for construction in spring of 2022, however, due to the increased 
construction cost estimate and lack of additional funding with the Town, this project was kept on 
hold until additional funding is secured.  Upon securing additional funding, the Town will 
advertise the project for construction. 

2. What is the feasibility of this project? Feasibility (or Scoping) study applications will not be scored 
on this criterion.  Also, please describe the extent of project development completed to date.  
(10 points max.) 
This project has completed the final design, construction specifications and bid documents and 
ready for bid advertisement.  This project received Environmental Clearance (All-Clear 
certificate) in January 2021 from the VTrans MAB section, and also cleared the right-of-way 
clearance in February 2022.  The Town has recorded the temporary and permanent easements 
required for construction of the sidewalk and pedestrian bridge in February 2022.  The Town 
understands the responsibility of maintaining the sidewalk and pedestrian bridge after 
construction.

3. Does this project address a need identified in a local or regional planning document? If so, please 
describe.  (5 points max.) 
This project will provide a crucial element connecting a missing gap in the local sidewalk 
network, one contemplated in municipal planning documents dating from 2007.  The Shelburne 
Falls Non-Motorized Traveler Mobility and Safety Study identified a critical need for a path 
between existing sidewalks on the east and west side of the LaPlatte River Falls Road Bridge.  
Irish Hill Road has been identified as a high priority corridor in the 2017 Regional Active 
Transportation Network.  See the attached Regional Active Transportation Network map.   

4. Does this project benefit a State Designated Center per the link below (i.e., downtowns, villages, or 
neighborhood growth centers recognized by the Vermont Department of Economic, Housing and 
Community Development?  (10 Points Max.) 
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http://maps.vermont.gov/ACCD/PlanningAtlas/index.html?viewer=PlanningAtlas
This project is located in close proximity with the Shelburne Village Center.  See the attached 
project area map. This project will connect the gap in the sidewalk path network on Falls Road 
and Irish Hill Road and provide access to the Village Center, Post office, restaurants and retail 
stores for population on the east side of the LaPlatte River. 

5. Provide a project cost estimate below (project costs below include both federal dollars and local 
dollars).  Projects will be scored based on whether the cost appears realistic for the size and scope of 
the project.  For scoping studies, use PE and Local Project Management lines only.   
Note:  If you are applying for additional funds for an existing project, show the amount being requested 
for this grant in the PE, ROW, Construction, Construction Engineering, and Municipal Project 
Management rows below.  Also, be clear regarding total project cost and other funding amounts and 
sources in the additional funding comments box below.  (10 points max.) 

Preliminary Engineering (PE)
    (Engineering, Surveying, Permitting)                                           $ See the attached budget worksheet

Right-of-way / Acquisition (ROW)
     (appraisals, land acquisition and legal fees)                             $ 0

Construction
     (construction costs with reasonable contingency)                   $ See the attached budget worksheet

Construction Engineering
     (cost to provide inspection during construction)                        $ See the attached budget worksheet

Municipal Project Management Costs
     (minimum of 10% of total PE, ROW and Construction  
    Phases).                                                                                             $ See the attached budget worksheet

Total Project Cost    $ See the attached budget worksheet

Addition Funding Comments: (ex.  Total and additional funding for existing projects) 
The previous awarded Bike-Ped grant (Shelburne STP BP18(3)) was $579,200 in federal funds 
and $144,800 in local match, the total award was $724,000.  As of August 2022, the Town spent 
$15,227 for MPM services and $114,647 for design consultant services. The available funding 
including local share is $594,126, whereas the amount required to complete the project is 
$888,496.  Additional funds from this SFY23 TAP grant will cover the deficit amount of $294,370 
for successful completion of the sidewalk construction and installation of the pedestrian bridge.   
See the attached budget worksheet, spending tracker spreadsheet and engineer’s construction 
estimate.
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6. Select the eligibility category below (A, B, C or D) that best fits your project and answer the 
corresponding questions for that category (choose only one category).  10 bonus points will be 
awarded to projects that are primarily Bicycle or Pedestrian facilities. 

☒   A.  Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities (includes Safe Routes for Non-Drivers and Conversion of 
abandoned railroad corridors.    

(i) Will the project contribute to a system of pedestrian and/or bicycle facilities?  
(10 points max.)
This project is located on a high priority corridor in the 2017 Regional Active 
Transportation Plan and is identified as part of the proposed regional network in 
the draft 2022 Regional Active Transportation Plan.  This project will fill an 
important missing gap in the sidewalk network between the east side (Irish Hill 
Road) and west side (Falls Road) of the LaPlatte River, and contribute to a safer 
connection to the regional walk/bike network, with construction of sidewalk and a 
pedestrian bridge over the river. 

(ii) Will the project provide access to likely generators of pedestrian and/or bicyclist 
activity?  (10 points max.)
This project will connect the existing sidewalk on Falls Road that serves densely 
developed neighborhoods, Shelburne Village area, post office, LaPlatte River 
Nature Park, Shelburne Town offices, Shelburne Museum, restaurants and retail 
places in the village area. 

(iii) Will the project address a known, documented safety concern?  (10 points max.)
Currently, there is no sidewalk or path for pedestrians and bicyclists along Irish 
Hill Road and cross the LaPlatte River to access the sidewalk on Falls Road.  
Bicyclists and pedestrians have to change their travel direction and mix with 
vehicles in an area largely unsuited and unsafe on the LaPlatte River bridge.  
This project would fill the network gap and significantly enhance safety of non-
motorized road users.  The lack of safety in the project area is a function of both 
high traffic volume and speed, and roadway geometry issues that include steep 
vertical and horizontal curvature.   
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☐  B.  Community Improvement Activities:   
i. Explain how the project improves the economic wellbeing of the community and/or provide 

a benefit to state tourism?  (10 points max.)

Click here to enter text.

ii. Describe the anticipated impact to the public; degree of visibility, public exposure and/or 

public use.  (10 points max.)

Click here to enter text.

iii. Answer only one of the following based on the type of project: 

a) Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas as related to scenic or historic sites.  
To what extent will the project provide a view of a highly unique and scenic area? (10 points 
max.)

Click here to enter text.

b) Preservation or rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities.  Describe the historic 
significance of the historic transportation facility and the importance of the facility to the 
state.  (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.

c) Archeological planning and research related to impacts from a transportation project.  
Describe the associated transportation project and benefit of the proposed activities.            
(10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.

d) Vegetation management in transportation rights of way to improve roadway safety, prevent 
invasive species, and provide erosion control.  Describe the extent of the current problem and 
the impact on the site and surrounding area.  (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.
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☐  C.  Environmental Mitigation Activity Related to Stormwater and Highways  

i. Please describe how this application provides environmental mitigation relating to 
stormwater and highways.  (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.

ii. What information or data is provided to substantiate the current stormwater problem and 
associated environmental impacts?  (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.

iii. What substantiating data or information is provided to show that the proposed application 
is an effective and maintainable solution to the problem?  (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.

☐ D.  Environmental Mitigation Activity Related to Wildlife  

i.     Please describe how this application will reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or will 
restore and maintain connectivity among terrestrial or aquatic habitats.  (10 points max.)

Click here to enter text.

ii. What information or data is provided to substantiate the current problem and associated 
environmental impacts?  (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.

iii. What substantiating data or information is provided to show that the proposed application 
is an effective and manageable solution to the problem?   (10 points max.)
Click here to enter text.
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List of documents attached with the application 

 Town support letter 

 Project Area and Shelburne Village Area Maps 

 Regional Active Transportation Network map

 CCRPC support letter 

 Additional funding calculator spreadsheet attached with the application.

 The billing tracker spreadsheet shows the funds expended on design engineering and project 

management.   

 The detailed construction cost estimate using the Estimator Software shows the current 

engineer’s construction cost estimate 

 Design consultant’s contract agreement and change orders #1 and 2 shows the total design 

engineering services costs for this project. 

 Easement Warranty Deed 

 Right of Way Clearance Certificate 

 Environmental Clearance certificate 

 Natural Resources certificate 

 The grant agreement, CA 0574, shows the initial grant awarded for this project to cover design 

engineering, project management, and construction costs.  

 Municipal Project Management services contract agreement 



www.shelburnevt.org 

Town of Shelburne, Vermont
CHARTERED 1763 

P.O. BOX 88 5420 SHELBURNE ROAD   SHELBURNE, VT 05482

Clerk/Treasurer   Town Manager  Zoning & Planning Assessor    Recreation FAX Number 
 (802) 985-5116   (802) 985-5111     (802) 985-5118           (802) 985-5115     (802) 985-5110      (802) 985-9550

December 08, 2022 

Scott Robertson, P.E. 
Municipal Assistance Bureau TA Coordinator 
VT Agency of Transportation 
219 North Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 

Re:  Shelburne Irish Hill Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge project – Shelburne STP BP18(3) 
SFY 2023 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grant Application for Additional Funds 

Dear Scott: 

The Town of Shelburne is seeking additional funding to cover a foreseeable deficit for the previously awarded 
project, Shelburne STP BP18(3) to construct a 5 ft wide sidewalk along a portion of Irish Hill Road for a length 
of 870 ft and install a prefabricated pedestrian bridge across the LaPlatte River.  The Town understands and 
acknowledges providing the local match of 20% for the additional funding and future maintenance 
responsibility.  

The Town has contracted with Stantec Inc., for design engineering services and completed final design plans, 
construction specifications and submitted to VTrans for review.  The Town has secured necessary temporary 
and permanent rights and easements from the private property, Mill River Lane Association Inc, for the purpose 
of constructing and maintaining the sidewalk and pedestrian bridge.  This project received environmental and 
right of way clearance from VTrans, and is ready to go to bid for construction. The only holdup at this point is 
funding availability, due to supply chain disruptions and dramatic cost increases witnessed everywhere.  

This long planned, designed, and anticipated sidewalk and pedestrian bridge project will provide a safer facility 
for pedestrians walking along Irish Hill Road and connects to the existing sidewalk network in the Shelburne 
village area.  The additional funding will cover the deficit amount and help us to successfully complete this long 
hoped-for sidewalk construction and installation of the pedestrian bridge. 

Thank you very much. 

Respectfully, 

Lee A. Krohn
Lee A. Krohn, AICP 
Town Manager 
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December 7, 2022 

Scott Robertson, P.E. 
Municipal Assistance Bureau TA Coordinator 
VT Agency of Transportation 
219 North Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 

Dear Scott: 

This letter is in support of the Town of Shelburne’s application to the VTrans Transportation 
Alternatives Grant Program for additional funding to complete Shelburne STP BP18(3) which is 
a 5-foot-wide concrete sidewalk along 870 feet of Irish Hill Road and install a prefabricated 
pedestrian bridge across the LaPlatte River. This project will connect new neighborhoods to 
amenities and services in the Town, and contribute to the Town’s vision for a safe, connected 
walk/bike network. This corridor is also identified as part of the proposed walk/bike network in 
the draft 2022 Regional Active Transportation Plan. 

This project is supported by several sections of the CCRPC’s ECOS Plan.  One of the four broad 
goals established at the beginning of the document states:  
“Make public and private investments in the built environment to minimize environmental 
impact, maximize financial efficiency, optimize social equity and benefits, and improve public 
health.”  ECOS Plan page 8 

In the transportation discussion of key issues there’s this finding: 
“More robust investment in transportation options – transit, walking/biking, carsharing and 
ridesharing – could reduce congestion, vehicle miles traveled, use of single occupancy vehicles, 
social exclusion, and could improve public health, and enhance the economic well-being of our 
residents, businesses and visitors.”  ECOS Plan page 63 

Under future transportation investments, one of the identified focal areas is to: 
“Expand walking and biking infrastructure to support active transportation and to provide 
interconnection with the region’s transit system.”  ECOS Plan page 93

The Public Health section also includes this as a priority strategy: 
“Obesity -- Create policies and environmental supports that increase access to active 
transportation, active recreation, and healthy foods.” ECOS Plan Page 103

The financial section of the transportation element of ECOS also notes a recommended shift in 
new transportation funding away from roadway investments and more into transportation 

110 West Canal Street, Suite 202
Winooski, VT 05404-2109 
802-846-4490 
www.ccrpcvt.org



alternatives like walking and cycling projects (see ECOS Plan page 180). 

The Plan section on implementing transportation corridor improvements identifies this priority: 
“Expanding the bicycle and pedestrian networks with on- and off-road facilities and more 
sidewalks.” ECOS Plan page 181 

This project is also supported by the following goals from our 2017 Active Transportation Plan: 

 “Provide accessible, safe, efficient, interconnected, secure, equitable and sustainable 
mobility choices for our region’s businesses, residents and visitors.” 

 “Encourage walking and biking in local communities through work with towns, schools, 
businesses and community walk-bike groups.” 

 “Expand walking and biking infrastructure to provide interconnection with the region’s 
transit system.” 

Thank you for your consideration of this project.   

Sincerely, 

Bryan Davis 
Senior Transportation Planner 



Applicant Name: Town of Shelburne

Project Title: Shelburne STP BP18(3) - Irish Hill Road

Determining Make Up Funding for an Existing Project

Shelburne STP BP18(3) Award 

(including Local share) $724,000

Engineering Expenses to Date $114,647

Project Management Expenses to 

Date $15,227

ROW expenses to Date $0

Amount Remaining from original 

award $594,126

Balance of Engineering contract to be 

billed $3,083

Balance of Project Management to 

end of project $36,773

Balance of ROW expenses anticipated $0

Estimated Construction Cost $796,900

Estimated Construction Inspection 

Cost $51,740

Total Cost to Complete Project $888,496

Amount Remaining in Grant 

Award (or deficit)
($294,370)

2022 Additional Funding Worksheet



Shelburne STP BP18 (3): Irish Hill Road Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge Project
BP- Grant Award 579,200.00$ 

Local Match (20%) 144,800.00$ 

724,000.00$ 

100-PRELIMINARY ENG. Budget Remaining

Original 

Budget Revised Budget

MPM Services 52,000.00$   36,773.34$     Preliminary Engineering

Design Services (Stantec) 101,776.00$ 3,082.51$       52,000.00$     52,000.00$      

Design Services (Stantec) - Amend #1 12,876.00$   101,776.00$   117,652.00$    

Design Services (Stantec) - Amend #2 3,078.00$     517,391.00$   796,900.00$    

Construction Inspection 51,740.00$   51,740.00$     51,739.00$     51,739.00$      

Construction 502,530.00$ 502,530.00$   722,906.00$   1,018,291.00$ 

594,125.85$  

CCRPC MPM Services Stantec  - Design Services

100% 20% 80% 100% 20% 80%

Invoice # Date Invoice ID Due To Re: Amount Town Share Grant Share Invoice # Date Invoice ID Due To Re: Amount Town Share Grant Share

1 7/31/2019 1905215 CCRPC MPM 1,159.21$    231.84$           927.37$           1 11/22/2019 1590802 Stantec Design 766.74$        153.35$      613.39$                

2 8/31/2019 1905238 CCRPC MPM 579.61$       115.92$           463.69$           2 1/31/2020 1616950 Stantec Design 22,402.83$  4,480.57$   17,922.26$           

3 9/30/2019 1905266 CCRPC MPM 579.61$       115.92$           463.69$           3 3/27/2020 1639396 Stantec Design 19,675.81$  3,935.16$   15,740.65$           

4 10/31/2019 1905289 CCRPC MPM 980.87$       196.17$           784.70$           4 6/26/2020 1673731 Stantec Design 256.89$        51.38$        205.51$                

5 11/30/2019 1905320 CCRPC MPM 356.68$       71.34$             285.34$           5 7/31/2020 1684587 Stantec Design 441.99$        88.40$        353.59$                

6 1/31/2020 1905357 CCRPC MPM 313.81$       62.76$             251.05$           6 10/23/2020 1716777 Stantec Design 249.55$        49.91$        199.64$                

7 2/29/2020 1905380 CCRPC MPM 717.28$       143.46$           573.82$           7 12/4/2020 1730582 Stantec Design 748.66$        149.73$      598.93$                

8 3/31/2020 1905427 CCRPC MPM 268.98$       53.80$             215.18$           8 2/5/2021 1751958 Stantec Design 499.11$        99.82$        399.29$                

9 4/30/2020 1905433 CCRPC MPM 134.49$       26.90$             107.59$           9 3/5/2021 1761726 Stantec Design 5,640.35$     1,128.07$   4,512.28$             

10 5/31/2020 1905460 CCRPC MPM 89.66$          17.93$             71.73$             10 4/2/2021 1773423 Stantec Design 7,447.06$     1,489.41$   5,957.65$             

11 6/30/2020 1905513 CCRPC MPM 134.49$       26.90$             107.59$           11 6/4/2021 1795328 Stantec Design 14,719.90$  2,943.98$   11,775.92$           

12 10/31/2020 20200715 CCRPC MPM 376.32$       75.26$             301.06$           12 7/30/2021 1816970 Stantec Design 8,869.49$     1,773.90$   7,095.59$             

13 11/30/2020 20200748 CCRPC MPM 94.08$          18.82$             75.26$             13 10/1/2021 1836817 Stantec Design 14,103.75$  2,820.75$   11,283.00$           

14 12/31/2020 20200759 CCRPC MPM 423.36$       84.67$             338.69$           14 12/3/2021 1861655 Stantec Design 9,023.74$     1,804.75$   7,218.99$             

15 1/31/2021 20200801 CCRPC MPM 232.48$       46.50$             185.98$           15 5/13/2022 1921510 Stantec Design 9,542.06$     1,908.41$   7,633.65$             

16 3/31/2021 20200852 CCRPC MPM 232.48$        46.50$             185.98$           16 7/8/2022 1953197 Stantec Design 259.56$        51.91$        207.65$                

17 5/31/2021 20200938 CCRPC MPM 464.95$        92.99$             371.96$           -$             -$                       

18 6/30/2021 20200984 CCRPC MPM 836.91$        167.38$           669.53$           -$             -$                       

19 7/30/2021 20201002 CCRPC MPM 188.50$        37.70$             150.80$           -$             -$                       

20 9/30/2021 20201025 CCRPC MPM 377.00$        75.40$             301.60$           -$             -$                       

21 10/31/2021 20201057 CCRPC MPM 377.00$        75.40$             301.60$           -$             -$                       

22 12/31/2021 20201088 CCRPC MPM 1,508.01$     301.60$           1,206.41$       -$             -$                       

23 1/31/2022 20201123 CCRPC MPM 710.03$        142.01$           568.02$           -$             -$                       

24 2/28/2022 2022-430 CCRPC MPM 520.69$        104.14$           416.55$           -$             -$                       

25 3/31/2022 2022-448 CCRPC MPM 804.70$        160.94$           643.76$           -$             -$                       

26 4/30/2022 2022-485 CCRPC MPM 378.68$        75.74$             302.94$           -$             -$                       

27 5/31/2022 2022-493 CCRPC MPM 662.69$        132.54$           530.15$           -$             -$                       

28 6/30/2022 2022-532 CCRPC MPM 994.04$        198.81$           795.23$           -$             -$                       

29 8/31/2022 2022-574 CCRPC MPM 730.05$        146.01$           584.04$           -$             -$                       

-$                  -$                 -$             -$                       

-$                  -$                 

-$                  -$                 Total 114,647.49$ 22,929.50$ 91,717.99$           

-$                  -$                 

Total 15,226.66$  3,045.33$        12,181.33$     

Design Services (Stantec)

MPM Services

Construction

Construction Inspection

Total
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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM
AOT - PDB - ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION

MAB ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION CLEARANCE

TO: DATE:
COPY:
FROM:
PROJECT: SHELBURNE STP BP18(3)

FEDERAL APPROVALS:
Section 106 Determination:
Section 4(f) Determination:
Section 6(f) Determination:
NEPA Documentation:

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS:

Comments:

It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to comply with state and federal environmental regulations and
obtain required state and federal environmental permits.
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State of Vermont                                 
Agency of Transportation 
Environmental Section     
Barre City Place, 4th Floor,  
219 North Main Street 
Barre City, VT 05641     
http://vtrans.vermont.gov/  
 
Mr. Matthew R. Hake, P.E.         01/28/21 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
87 State Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
 
Attn:   FHWA, Environmental Program Manager, via NEPA SharePoint Site 
Re: Shelburne STP BP18 (3) 
 
Dear Mr. Hake: 
Project STP BP18 (3) is located along Irish Hill Road between the LaPlatte Nature Park and Thompson Road in 
Shelburne.  Work to be performed under this contract includes construction of a 5-foot wide bituminous pavement 
sidewalk, an 8-foot wide pedestrian bridge, stormwater improvements, landscaping, and incidental items. 
 
The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) has considered the potential environmental consequences of the project 
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  VTrans has determined that this project meets all of 
the criteria specified in the Programmatic Agreement entitled “Processing of Projects Eligible for Categorical Exclusion,” 
executed 03/14/19. The project qualifies for Categorical Exclusion pursuant to 23 CFR 771.117(c)(3)(7) "Environmental 
Impact and Related Procedures - Categorical Exclusions” as the project consists of construction of bicycle and pedestrian 
lanes, paths, and facilities; and landscaping. 
 
This project will not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area; will not require the relocation 
of significant numbers of people; will not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other 
resource; will not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; will not have significant impacts on travel 
patterns; and will not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. 
 
Please contact Jeff Ramsey, Environmental Specialist Supervisor @ 802-917-4467 if you require additional information. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
 

 
Jeff Ramsey 
VTrans Environmental Specialist Supervisor 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 
cc: Deb Pierce, Project Manager 
Project File 
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PROGRAMMATIC CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CRITERIA 
 
VTrans has determined that this project will NOT: 
 
A.   X   Require a temporary detour outside existing right-of-way, or a temporary wetland or stream crossing which will 

require non-routine mitigation, or a ramp closure, unless the following conditions are met : 
(1) provisions are made for access by local traffic and the facility is posted accordingly, 
(2) businesses dependent upon through traffic will not be unduly affected, 
(3) the temporary detour or ramp closure will not interfere with local special events, 
(4) the temporary detour, ramp closure, wetland or stream crossing will not substantially increase the 

environmental consequences of the action (project). 
 
B.    X   Involve construction in wetlands totaling more than 5,000 square feet of permanent impacts, requiring the Army 

Corp of Engineers to coordinate with resource agencies per the General Permit. 
 
C.  X    Require a Risk Analysis for an increase in 100-year flood water surface elevations, per EO 11988. 
 
D.  X    Involve construction within, or alter drainage patterns so as to adversely affect, a Sole Source Aquifer. 
 
E.   X   Require coordination with the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the preparation of a Biological Assessment for 

Threatened and Endangered Species, per 16 CFR Section 7. 
 
F.   X   Require acquisition of additional right-of-way (including permanent or temporary construction easements) 

involving: more than three acres of land per mile of roadway, or a total of 10 acres or more for a non-linear 
improvement (such as a bridge or an intersection), or any relocation of residences or businesses. 

 
G.   X   Require FHWA approval for changes in access control. 
 
H.   X   Involve acquisition of, or impacts upon Prime or Unique Farmland, unless a USDA Farmland Conversion Impact 

Rating Part VI Site Assessment has been completed and indicates Total Site Assessment Points less than 160 
(doesn't apply to designated urban areas). 

 
I.    X  Cause an Adverse Effect to an archaeological or historic resource listed in, or eligible for inclusion in, the 

National Register of Historic Places. 
 
J.   X    Require use (permanent or temporary) of a Section 4(f) resource, unless that use meets the criteria for a de 

minimis or Programmatic 4(f); or involve the use of a Section 6(f) resource when compensation is required 
(property acquired or improved using Land and Water Conservation Funds). 

 
K.  X    Involve hazardous or residual waste liabilities subject to CERCLA and/or RCRA requirements. 
 
L.   X   Require a bridge permit from the US Coast Guard, per 23CFR 650 Subpart H. 
 
M.   X  Qualify as a Type I project and require analysis of noise abatement measures, per 23 CFR 772 and the FHWA 

approved VTrans Noise Policy. 
 
N.   X Require greater than 50% Emergency Relief (ER) funding. 
 

(NOTE:  If coordination with the FHWA was required to reach this determination attach concurrence memo) 
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Categorical Exclusion 
Environmental Analysis Sheet  

 
Town  Shelburne    Project No.  STP BP18 (3)   Route  Irish Hill Road  
 
Project Setting: Urban   X  Village    Rural     

Traffic   5,829 vpd  Year  2019  Typical  varies   
   AASHTO Functional Classification  Town Highway    
  
CRITERIA OF 23 CFR771.117 (C) APPLICABLE? ____X_______ YES   __________ NO   
NOTE:  PROJECTS THAT MEET THE CRITERIA OF 23 CFR771.17 (C) NEED ONLY ADDRESS THOSE ISSUES MARKED WITH AN ASTERISK (*).  THIS DOES 

NOT PRECLUDE THE NEED TO OBTAIN APPLICABLE STATE & FEDERAL CONCURRENCES & PERMITS. 
 
  1. Air Quality 

Since the state of Vermont is in attainment for all the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) criteria 
pollutants (CO, Pb, NO2, O3, SO2, PM10, and PM2.5), the proposed project is exempt from conformity per 40 
CFR 93.126 or 40 CFR 93.128 and is also exempt from regional conformity (regional emissions analysis 
requirements) per 40 CFR 93.127.  Such projects may proceed toward implementation even in the absence of a 
conforming transportation plan and TIP.  When completed, the project is not expected to result in any meaningful 
changes in traffic volumes, vehicle mix, or any other factor that would cause an increase in emissions impacts or 
contribute to violations of the NAAQS. 
Urban intersection improvement    Yes    No    
Project Level-of-Service (LOS) degrading to D, E, or F  Yes    No    

 [If "Yes" to both, then attach the Carbon Monoxide (CO) Hot-spot Analysis]  
 
  2. Noise 

Type I Project (VTrans Noise Policy)  Yes    No     
If yes, number of receptors impacted          

 Mitigation Requirements           
 
3. Water Quality 

Lakes or Ponds  
VANR Lakes & Ponds permit  Yes    No    Acquired    

Rivers or Streams  
VANR Title 19 Consultation  Yes    No    Completed    
Wild/ Scenic River Consultation  Yes    No    Completed    

Wetlands 
*  Wetland Impact area  Temporary  0  Permanent  0    
*  Buffer Impact area      Temporary  0  Permanent  0    
*  VANR Wetland Permit   Yes    No  X  Acquired   

401 Water Quality Certification   Yes    No    Acquired   
Stormwater Discharge Permit   Yes    No    Acquired   
Floodplains Encroachment   Yes    No    
Flood Hazard Area/     
River Corridor Permit   Yes    No    Acquired   
Describe Hydraulic Changes           
Ground Water/Surface Water/Well Impacts  Yes    No    
Describe/ VANR Comments           
 

4. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 10 and/or Section 404 Permit Required Yes    No    Acquired   
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Permit Type             
COE Comments            

 
5. U.S. Coast Guard 

Navigable Waters  Yes    No   Involved Waterway      
Rivers & Harbors Act Section 9 and/or  
Bridge Act of 1946 Permit(s) Required Yes    No    Acquired    
Section 144(c) “Exemption”   Yes    No    Acquired    
USCG Comments            

 
* 6.   Threatened and Endangered Species and Habitat 

Present in Project Area  Yes  X  No    
ANR Non-Game and Natural Heritage Program comments  none at this time   
USF&WS comments   none at this time       
See VTrans Biologist Natural Resource Clearance dated  08/27/20.     

 
7. Agricultural Land [Farmland Policy Protection Act] 

Project located in Federal-aid Urban Area Yes    No    
Prime/secondary/locally important soils present  Yes    No    
Describe Impacts/Comments           
Current land use (land in agricultural use)         
Form 1006 Parts 1, III, VI, VII, completed (FHWA) Yes    No    
Form 1006 Parts II, IV, V completed (NRCS)  Yes    No    
Vermont Department of Agriculture comments         

 
*8. Hazardous/ Residual Waste Liabilities  

Present in project area   Yes    No  X  
Determination from VANR Atlas Yes  X  No    
Determination from field visit  Yes    No  X  
Borings completed   Yes    No  X  
Petroleum related wastes  Yes    No  X  
CERCLA involvement   Yes    No  X  
Remediation required   Yes    No  X  
Describe There aren’t any hazardous or residual waste liabilities mapped within the project area per the ANR 
Natural Resources Atlas online mapping 01/28/21.     

 See ANR Natural Resource Atlas Map. 
 

* 9.   Historical or Archaeological Resources (Section 106) 
Historic Resources: Present in APE  Yes  X  No    Exempt   
Archeological Resources: Present in APE   Yes  X  No    Exempt   
Section 106 Determination  No Adverse Effect issued 01/28/21     
See Section 106 Memorandum for additional information. 
Programmatic/ Memorandum of Agreement needed   Yes   No  X  Executed   
SHPO coordination completed  N/A per 2019 PA        
Advisory Council coordination completed  n/a  

 
* 10.  Section 4(f) Resources  

Section 4(f) Resource(s) present in project area   Yes  X  No    
Nature of Section 4(f) 
Parks/Rec. Areas     Wildlife and Waterfowl Refuge    Historic Property X    
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Temporary impact to a 4(f) resource Yes    No  X    
Permanent use of 4(f) resource  Yes   No  X  
Section 4(f) Approval (check one) 
Negative Declaration          de minimis 4(f)          Programmatic 4(f)          Circulated 4(f)    
Section 4(f) Comments   There are 4(f) resources within the project limits, but no effects.  
 

*11. 6(f) Resources  
Section 6(f) involvement (LWCF Funding) Yes    No  X  
National Park Service Conversion Approval  n/a    
Section 6(f) Comments   There aren't any 6(f) resources within the project limits.   

 
* 12. Right of Way   

New ROW Acquisition   fee simple  Yes    No  X  
permanent easement Yes  X  No    
temporary easement Yes  X  No    

Description of taking  Temporary construction and permanent maintenance easements.   
Improved properties acquired    Yes    No  X  
Displacements  Rental Units  0  Private Homes  0  Businesses  0  
Relocation services to be provided  n/a        
Properties available for relocation   n/a       

 
13. Public Participation Opportunity 

Pre-Design Site Meeting Yes    No    Date     
Public Information Meeting Yes    No    Date     
Public Hearing Required (502) Yes    No    Date     
Comments by Local Officials/RPC's          

 
14. Social and Economic Concerns  

Project consistent with Local and Regional Land Use Plans  Yes    No    
Describe if not, what is inconsistent?          
Act 250 Permit or Amendment  Yes    No     Acquired    
Neighborhood and Community Concerns   Yes    No    
  Churches     Elderly 
  Schools      Handicapped 
  Low Income Housing    Environmental Justice Exec. Order 12898 
  Emergency Services    Other 
Describe             
Effect on local business    Yes    No    (Describe)     
Temp. effect on business  Yes   No    (Describe)     
Loss of parking         Yes    No    (Describe)     
Pedestrian Facilities   Sidewalk Widths  Existing    Proposed     
Bicycle Facilities  Paved Shoulder Widths  Existing    Proposed    
If not minimum standard (sidewalk 5ft, paved shoulder 4ft), explain      
 

15. Aesthetic Considerations 
Scenic Byway/VT Scenic Highway   Yes    No    
Describe             
Comments             
 

16. Effects of Temporary Detour/Bridge  
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Detour required   Yes    No    Additional Length    (Attach Plans) 
Temporary bridge required  Yes    No     
Impacts of Detour/Bridge               
Local Government coordination Yes    No    Comments     

 
Field Inspection Comments   See supporting documentation.      
 
Summary of Commitments and Mitigation 
 
Describe  
 
Emerald Ash Borer.  
As of 2018, emerald ash borer (EAB), Agrilus planipennis, has been confirmed within Vermont’s borders. To provide an 
assurance of compliance with state and federal EAB laws the contractor shall adhere to the following:  
Known EAB infestation areas are changing rapidly. Therefore the Contractor shall consult the online version of the EAB 
Infested Area Map (Located here: www.vtinvasives.org/land/emerald-ash-borer-vermont) on the same day cutting is to 
occur. If the project is located with an EAB infested area, ALL tree material, regardless of species, within the project area 
shall be handled in accordance with a document developed by the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 
and the Vermont Agency of Agriculture titled “Recommendations to SLOW THE SPREAD of Emerald Ash Borer When 
Moving Ash from the Infested Area”, https://vtinvasives.org/sites/default/files/images/SlowSpreadWoodVT.pdf. Tree 
material shall not be moved out of state.   
Alternatively, the Contractor may choose to hire a qualified professional (Arborist certified by the International Society of 
Arboriculture or Licensed Forester), at their own expense, to identify the presence of ash trees. Those identified ash trees 
would be subject to the above referenced recommendations, however other tree species would not. 
The Contractor is also hereby made aware of the same potential restrictions as they relate to proposed Waste, Borrow and 
Staging areas under Section 105.25 Control of Waste, Borrow, and Staging Areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:         Reviewed by:         

Signature Date Signature Date 
 
Document Template Last Revised 03/14/19 
 



 

                                                                      

                                                    
                                             

State of Vermont Agency of Transportation 
Environmental Section Project Delivery Bureau 

                                                                                                                                                           
                   To:    Jeff Ramsey, Environmental Specialist Supervisor    
  
 FROM: Heather Voisin, Green Infrastructure Engineer 
       
 DATE: August 24, 2020  
 
 SUBJECT: Shelburne STP BP18(3)  
  NEPA Stormwater Review 
   
   

 
Shelburne STP BP18(3) is located along Irish Hill Road between the LaPlatte River Nature Park and Thompson Road 
in the Town of Shelburne. Work for this project consists of construction of a 5-foot concrete sidewalk and an 8-foot 
wide pedestrian bridge over the LaPlatte River, stormwater improvements and related items. The new sidewalk will 
connect with existing sections of sidewalk. 
 
Based on my review of the Conceptual Plans (dated 2/28/2020), I have determined that an Operational Stormwater 
permit is not likely required due to the limited amount of impervious surface being created by the new sidewalk. This 
project may be considered clear for NEPA in terms of Stormwater.  

 



 

                                                                      

                                                   
                                              

State of Vermont                                Agency of Transportation            
Highway Division-Project Delivery Bureau-Environmental                 
219 N. Main Street  
Barre, VT  05641 
Phone (802)279-0583 (cell only)   
www.aot.state.vt.us  

 
 

To:    Jeff Ramsey, VTrans Environmental Specialist Supervisor 
 
From:  Glenn Gingras, VTrans Biologist 
 
Date:    8/27/2020 
 
Subject:        Shelburne STP BP18(3) 

Natural Resource Clearance 
 
Project locations/descriptions:   
 
Shelburne STP BP18(3) involves construction of a pedestrian path and bridge along Irish Hill Road in the town of Shelburne, VT. 
 
Stantec Consulting Engineers has completed plans dated 2/28/2020 for the project.  Project documentation in the file included 
mapping and NEPA documentation for this project.   
 
Wetlands/Watercourses 
No wetland or waterway impacts will occur according to Stantec information in the file.  The project does cross the LaPlatte River 
with a new bridge although the river will be completely spanned.  Class I wetlands are mapped downstream of the project and will not 
be impacted.  Appropriate erosion and sediment control measures should be in place to minimize construction disturbances within the 
LaPlatte River. 
 
Wildlife Habitat 
No adverse impacts to terrestrial or aquatic habitat were identified by the consultant.     
   
Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species (R/T/E) 
There are mapped occurrences of state threatened species occur within the LaPlatte River.  These species are aquatic species and no 
impacts should occur as the bridge portion of the project spans the river.  Appropriate erosion and sediment control measures should 
be in place to minimize construction disturbances within the LaPlatte River.  If work below OHW will be required surveys and 
additional permitting will be required. 
 
The northern long-eared bat, Myotis septentrionalis is listed federally threatened and state endangered statewide.  No known 
hibernacula or known maternity roosts are mapped within 1 mile of the project.  Suitable potential habitat for this species include trees 
for roosting and foraging as well as bridge structures for roosting.  No acoustic survey was not completed at this site.  The project will 
comply with VT Fish and Wildlife northern long eared bat guidelines and USFWS guidelines.    Minimal tree cutting will occur, and 
TOY restrictions are not proposed. 
  
Agricultural Soils  
No mapped prime agricultural soils will be impacted as part of this project. 
 
Conclusion 
No significant impacts to regulated natural resources will occur because of this project.   
 
References 
Agency of Natural Resources, Natural Resource Atlas 2020, viewed 8/27/2020, https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/ 
 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department. 2017. Regulatory Review Guidance for Protecting the Northern Long-eared Bats and its 
Habitats, viewed May 13, 2020, 
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/Conserve/RegulatoryReview/Guidelines/Regulatory_Review_Guid
elines_for_Protecting_Northern_%20Long-eared_Bats_and_Their_Habitats_(2-2017).pdf  
 
 

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/Conserve/RegulatoryReview/Guidelines/Regulatory_Review_Guidelines_for_Protecting_Northern_%20Long-eared_Bats_and_Their_Habitats_(2-2017).pdf
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/Conserve/RegulatoryReview/Guidelines/Regulatory_Review_Guidelines_for_Protecting_Northern_%20Long-eared_Bats_and_Their_Habitats_(2-2017).pdf


 

Special Provision Language  
 
 
Notice to Bidders:  This project shall be subject to Avoidance and Minimization Measures to protect the habitat and hibernacula of the 
northern long-eared bat.  It is anticipated that the Contractor will be required to cut trees ≥3” in diameter and/or conduct bridge related 
activities within the identified project limits as part of the work.  An assessment of the project limits resulted in a finding of no suitable 
habitat.  Therefore, tree cutting, and bridge related activities, within the project limits may occur without any TOY restrictions. 
 
The Contractor is hereby made aware of the potential for TOY restrictions related to proposed Waste, Borrow and Staging areas. Cutting 
trees ≥ 3” in diameter outside of the contract project limits shall require further review under Section 105.25 Control of Waste, Borrow, 
and Staging Areas.  
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Vermont Agency of Transportation   

Environmental Section/Highway Division/Project Delivery Bureau  

Barre City Place 

219 Main St. 

Barre City, Vermont  05641 
 

 
Jeannine Russell 

VTrans Archaeology Officer 

802-477-3460 

jeannine.russell@vermont.gov 

Judith  Williams Ehrlich 

VTrans Historic Preservation Officer 

802-595-3744 

judith.ehrlich@vermont.gov 

 

SECTION 106 PROJECT REVIEW MEMORANDUM 
  

To:   Project File; VT SHPO  

 

Date:    January 28, 2021  

 

Subject:  NO ADVERSE EFFECT  

 

Project Name:  Shelburne (Irish Hill Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge Project) 

 

Project Number: STP BP18(3) 

   

Location:  Shelburne, Vermont 

  

Distribution:  Laura Trieschmann, State Historic Preservation Officer 

   Jeff Ramsey, VTrans Environmental Specialist Supervisor 

    

 

 

The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) has reviewed this project according to the 

standards and procedures detailed in the Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Vermont State Historic Preservation Officer, the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation, and the Vermont Agency of Transportation Regarding the Federal-Aid 

Highway Program in Vermont executed in 2019 (2019 PA).  Completion of this form in 

accordance with the 2019 PA demonstrates that FHWA has satisfied its Section 106 

responsibilities for this project. 

 

Project Description and Location 

Shelburne STP BP18(3) is located along Falls Road/Irish Hill Road between the LaPlatte River 

Nature Park and Thompson Road in the Town of Shelburne.  Work for this project consists of 

construction of a 5-foot concrete sidewalk and an 8-foot-wide pedestrian bridge, stormwater 

improvements and related items.  The new sidewalk will connect with existing sidewalk east of 

the bridge.  The majority of the project area is within the Shelburne Falls historic district, which 

contains historic residential properties. 

 

Conceptual Plans dated 2-28-20 were used in determining the APE for this project. 
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APE Description 

In defining the project Area of Potential Effect (APE) and determining appropriate identification 

efforts, the potential direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of the project have been considered, 

including the possible effects to known or potential historic and/or archaeologically sensitive 

properties and their aspects of integrity both within and beyond the project limits based on the 

scope, scale, nature, setting, topography, and other environmental factors associated with the 

project, such as views from and towards the project area and the potential for long-term effects. 

 

Direct effects for this project include those areas directly adjacent to the north side of Irish Hill 

Road for an average of 20 feet from edge of roadway for sidewalk impacts to a max of 

approximately 35 feet for pedestrian bridge.  The APE is drawn in red on plan sheets included in 

this memo.   

 

Due to the nature and scale of the project and proximity of buildings to the project APE for direct 

effects, there is potential for additional, reasonably foreseeable impacts to historic resources 

associated with this project that may occur later in time, be farther removed in distance, or be 

cumulative, such as visual impacts. Consequently, VTrans has determined that an APE for indirect 

effects extends to the properties at all four corners of the proposed new bridge and those properties 

immediately adjacent to or across the street from the proposed new sidewalk. Please see below for 

the aerial view of the APE for indirect effects.  

 

Archaeological Resources 

UVM CAP was hired to conduct an archaeological resources assessment for the project area in 

2011 (see report dated May 20, 2011 sent separately).  The project is located adjacent to the 

LaPlatte River at Shelburne Falls.  Several historic properties were once located here including a 

blacksmith shop, gristmill and sawmill (1857 Wallings map).  The blacksmith shop and sawmill 

are still visible on the 1869 Beers map, however, the gristmill is gone by 1869.  There is a grist 

mill shown further to the north and it is unclear if this is a different property or the same one 

shown at a more accurate location.  

 

CAP’s report notes that there are no known Pre-Contact sites within or directly adjacent to the 

proposed project although 3 sites are located approximately 500 meters (0.3 miles) away from 

the project.  The closest one at 530 meters is located to the northeast on a terrace overlooking the 

LaPlatte River.  

 

CAP archaeology staff conducted a site visit to determine if there was the potential for 

archaeological sites to exist within the project boundaries.  The field visit confirmed that the 

entire path alignment is within the slope along the northern side of Irish Hill Road.  Obvious 

signs of previous disturbance were also noted along the proposed path alignment including a 

waterline, manhole covers, hydrant and pipe valves.  In addition, since the entire path will be 

confined to the northern side of the road, there will be no impacts to the historic period 

archaeological site VT-CH-252 that consists of a large mill and dam complex.   

 

Above-Ground Historic Resources 

The majority of this project is located within the boundaries of the Shelburne Falls Historic 

District, which is being nominated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  (A 

short segment of proposed sidewalk continues outside the eastern boundary.)  The Vermont 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation reviewed the draft National Register nomination on 
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January 21, 2021 and approved forwarding it to the National Park Service once some minor 

revisions are completed.   

 

The proposed new bridge and related sidewalk sections at the western end of the project area 

cross the LaPlatte River within the historic district, but in an area where there are no contributing 

resources.  The long section of sidewalk further east of the river at the eastern end of the project 

area is proposed to be installed on the north side of Irish Hill Road in front of 97 Irish Hill Road, 

which is the Benjamin Irish House and #17 in the historic district, and 69 Irish Hill Road, which 

is the Ira Andrews House and #18 in the district.  Both properties are considered historic and 

contributing resources within the historic district.  One property is located across the street from 

the proposed new sidewalk on the south side of Irish Hill Road and across the street from #17 

and #18.  This third property is located at 82 Irish Hill Road and is #16 in the historic district.  It 

is known as the John Jennison House and is also a contributing historic resource within the 

historic district.  

 

Below is an excerpt from the Narrative Description in the Shelburne Falls Historic District 

National Register nomination: 

 

The Shelburne Falls Historic District consists of primarily vernacular, wood-frame 

Greek Revival and Queen Anne style houses and outbuildings built from the mid- 

nineteenth century to the turn of the twentieth century. The oldest houses (HD #12, 

HD #17, HD #18, and HD #21), dating from the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth 

centuries, are located in the closest proximity to the LaPlatte River, which marked the 

center of commerce and manufacturing in Shelburne Falls. Most of the non-

contributing buildings were constructed after 1927, the end of the Period of 

Significance, and are primarily 1950s and 1960s-era ranch, raised ranch, split-level, 

and cape houses. Five older buildings, constructed during the period of significance, 

are non-contributing due to alterations and a lack of historic integrity.   

 

Falls Road is an asphalt, two-lane road with 1½ and 2½ story houses of uniform 

setbacks on either side. There is a concrete sidewalk with a narrow greenbelt on the 

north side of the road that terminates on the west side of the bridge. Irish Hill Road, 

the continuation of Falls Road to the east of the bridge, runs along a steep, east-west 

sloping hill and contains a cluster of 1½ story houses spaced slightly farther apart 

than the buildings on Falls Road.   

 

The informal landscaping throughout the district features open lawns with deciduous 

and coniferous trees on their periphery.  The district also features wooded areas along 

the banks of the LaPlatte River and to the  southeast of the intersection of Thomas 

Road and Irish Hill Road. 

 

There are no other historic properties within the project’s APE for direct or indirect effects. 

 

Public Participation 

This project has been the subject of a warned public meeting explaining the project and seeking 

public comment, which was favorable to the proposed design.  The meeting was held on January 

13, 2020 at the Shelburne Library.    
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Analysis  

As noted in the excerpt from the National Register nomination above, there is an existing 

concrete sidewalk on the north side of Falls Road that culminates west of the road bridge.  The 

current proposed project involves extending this sidewalk easterly and installing a prefabricated 

pedestrian bridge over the river just north of the road bridge to connect the sidewalk on Falls 

Road with an existing length of the sidewalk on Irish Hill Road.  At this time, the town is 

considering two bridge designs and will choose either the Connector pedestrian bridge or the 

Link pedestrian bridge (see images below).  Another new section of concrete sidewalk will be 

constructed along the north side of Irish Hill Road east of the existing segment.   

 

Installation of the proposed bridge and related short sidewalk sections at the western end of the 

project will be undertaken within an area of the Shelburne Falls Historic District where there are 

no contributing resources to the district so the new bridge will not be immediately adjacent to 

any historic properties.  In fact, there are recently constructed residential buildings in the 

northeast bridge quadrant that were excluded from the historic district boundaries.  As there are 

recently constructed properties and other non-historic properties in the vicinity of the proposed 

new pedestrian bridge, VTrans has determined that a new bridge in this area of the historic 

district is in keeping with the on-going development of the immediate area and will not have a 

negative visual effect on the overall Shelburne Falls Historic District.  Both designs being 

proposed for the new pedestrian bridge are appropriate for this setting.   

 

Construction of the sidewalk at the eastern end of the project will occur within the state-owned 

right of way in front of the historic properties at 69 and 97 Irish Hill Road on the north side of 

the road.  The project originally called for the new sidewalk to be within eight feet of the historic 

house at 97 Irish Hill Road, but VTrans worked with the town and project designers to move the 

sidewalk away from the house by two feet.  While the overall context of this historic property 

within the town has changed over the years, it still retains a fairly open setting as it did 

originally.  A new sidewalk will change the property’s setting, but the change is minimized 

because the sidewalk was moved closer to the road so that there is a 10-foot buffer between the 

sidewalk and building.  The existing landscaping in front of the building will be removed during 

construction, but a landscaping plan has been developed in consultation with the property owner 

and will be implemented once the sidewalk is constructed.  Several older trees will also be 

removed as these were determined to be deteriorating and hazardous.  With a 10-foot buffer 

between the house and the appropriate landscaping plan, the project will not adversely affect the 

historic house at 97 Irish Hill Road.   

 

Next, there will be approximately 35 feet between the edge of the sidewalk and the house at 69 

Irish Hill Road, to the west of 97 Irish Hill Road, which will have a minimal effect on the setting 

of this historic property because of the distance.  Finally, because the house at 82 Irish Hill Road 

is across the street from the proposed new sidewalk and there is already concrete sidewalk 

located nearby, the project will have only a minimal effect on the setting of this historic property.  

There are segments of sidewalk already within the APE for indirect effects, which is within the 

Shelburne Falls Historic District, so the construction of additional connecting sidewalks is not 

anticipated to adversely affect the overall historic district. 

 

Although several archaeologically sensitive areas were noted close to the project, none of them 

are inside or directly adjacent to the project.  The sensitive areas for Pre-Contact archaeology are 

located in the back yards of the properties along Irish Hill Road and the historic period site VT-
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CH_252 is on the south side of the road and will be avoided by the proposed project alignment.  

In conclusion, there are no archaeological concerns with this project as currently designed. 
 

Therefore, based on the analysis above, VTrans has determined that this project will result in a 

determination of No Adverse Effect to historic and archaeological properties. 

 

If project plans change to include new activities outside the previously reviewed APE or if the 

project changes significantly to increase or relocate the APE, VTrans project managers will re-

submit the project for further cultural resource evaluation. 

 

By copy of this document, and as required by Section 4(f) regulations, VTrans hereby informs 

the State Historic Preservation Officer that based on the Section 106 determination of No 

Adverse Effect for the permanent easements detailed in this letter, we will be recommending to 

FHWA a Section 4(f) de minimis impact finding for the easements on this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

Vermont Agency of Transportation: 

The above information substantiates VTrans’ findings and recommended determination of NO 

ADVERSE EFFECT for the above project.   

 

 

                                                                                                                                   
______________________________________    ______________________________________ 
Jeannine Russell             Judith Williams Ehrlich 

VTrans Archaeology Officer             VTrans Historic Preservation Officer 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

 Survey Form(s) Required if affecting a historic resource without or with an outdated 

survey form 

 Photos  

 Map  

 Report(s) UVM CAP Arch Resources Assessment (May, 2011) sent separately 

 Plan Sheets 

 Other:  
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Images and Illustrations 

 

 

 
Project location maps 
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Map showing project location (red dots) 

 

 
 

Aerial image showing project location 

 

 
 

Wallings map showing project location and historic properties (1857) 



 

Page 8 of 19 
04/15 

 

 
 

Beers 1869 map showing project location and properties 
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Map from UVM CAP report showing known archaeological sites, previous study area in blue  

And current project location with proposed path alignment. 
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Conceptual Plans cover sheet showing project location and limits 



 

Page 11 of 19 
04/15 

 

 
 

Conceptual Plans showing Direct Effects APE in red 
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Conceptual Plans showing Direct Effects APE in red 
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Connector pedestrian bridge elevation. 

 

 

 

 

 
Link pedestrian bridge elevation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Transverse section of proposed pedestrian bridge showing anticipated width and rail dimensions. 
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Revised project plan sheet showing the proposed sidewalk in front of 97 and 69 Irish Hill Road.  

Note that the sidewalk is now ten feet away from the house at 97 Irish Hill Road. 
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Aerial view of project area.  The red lines indicate the general area where proposed project will 

occur.  Blue lines indicate locations of existing sidewalk.  The  yellow areas indicate the APE for 

indirect effects. 
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Street view of western end of the project area facing northeast.  Note existing sidewalk at far left. 

Sign for Nature Center in center of photo. 

 

 
 

Photo from bridge facing northeast in area of pedestrian bridge. 

Existing sideealk can be seen in right part of photo. 
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Location of proposed pedestrian bridge facing west.  Existing sidewalk in foreground. 
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Map of proposed Shelburne Falls Historic District from the Shelburne Falls Historic District 

National Register nomination. 
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Detail of historic district map showing project areas depicted by red lines.  The western project 

area includes the bridge and short sections of sidewalk on either end of the bridge to connect the 

bridge to existing sidewalk.  The eastern project area includes new a length of new sidewalk.   
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